PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


ROYAL ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
OF LONDON 
SERIES C. JOURNAL OF MEETINGS 


VoLuME 9. No. 6, 1944. 


GENERAL MEETING 


WEDNESDAY, 4TH OcToBER, 1944, at 3.30 p.m. 


AGENDA 


i Se eae of the Proceedings of the General Meeting held on 7th June, 
1944, 


2. Recommendations of candidates for Fellowship. 
3. Announcement of election of new Fellows. 


4. The following additions have been made to the Library since the meeting 
on 7th June, 1944. 


Presented. 


Box, H. E.: Report upon a visit to French Togo, Dahomey, Nigeria 
and the Cameroons during the dry season, December 1943 to March 
1944. (Tech. Bull. W. Afr. Cacao Res. Inst., Tafo, 1, 1944.) [The 
author. | 

Newman, E.: The grammar of entomology. London, 1835. [Dr. C. 
Tierney, per Mr. L. Nell.] 

Joy, N. H.: British Beetles: ther homes and habits. Reprinted. 
London, 1943. 

Gutfleisch, V.: Die Kéfer Deutschlands. Darmstadt, 1859. [Mrs. 
Willoughby Ells. ] 


Purchased. 


Chamberlin, W. J.: Hntomological nomenclature and literature. Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, 1941. 

Hanstrom, B.: Hormones in invertebrates. Oxford, 1939. 

Cooper, B. A., and O'Farrell, A. F.: A new system of Enghsh naming 
for British Macrolepidoptera. (Amateur Hntomologists’ Society.) 
London, 1943. 


In addition, separates have been presented by the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, the U.S. National Museum, the Imperial 
Institute of Entomology, the Department of Agriculture, 
Ottawa, the University of Michigan, the American Entomological 
Society, Mr. J. F. Marshall, C.B.H., Dr. H. McC. Callan, Capt. 
K. J. Hayward, Dr. M. Hafez, Dr. W. EH. Hoffmann, Mr. 8S. 
Napier Bax, Mr. E. P. Wiltshire, Professor W. A. F. Balfour- 
Browne, Mrs. H. Willoughby Ellis, and Dr. C. B. Williams. 


5, Admission of Fellows. 
6. Communications, 
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1. Mr. E. D. Eyles (Research Laboratory, Messrs. Kodak, Ltd.). 
Film of a house-fly alighting on a ceiling. 
[ Abstract. | 


The method used in the making of a high-speed cine-film of a house-fly 
landing on an artificial ceiling will be described. The film will be shown, and 
the motions of the fly in alighting, as reconstructed from an examination of 
the film, will be demonstrated by means of a model. 


2. Dr. H. E. Hinton. 


A remarkable case of parental care of the eggs and young larvae 
amongst beetles. 


[ Abstract. | 


The female of the common British Staphylinid, Platystethus arenarius (Four- 
croy), lays its eggs m a cell which it constructs in cow dung. It then mounts 
guard ever the eggs, preventing mites and small predacious insects from 
eating them. The newly-emerged larvae are gregarious for a few days after 
hatching and remain in the cell. During this period the female continues to 
guard them. When the larvae lose their gregarious instinct and go their 


separate ways, the female also leaves the cell. 


3. Communications and exhibits the titles of which have been received 
since the circulation of these agenda. 


Fellows are particularly requested to bring suitable exhibits to the General 
Meetings even though it may not be possible to announce their intention to 
do so before the meeting. 


Tea will be served in the Library after the meeting. 


NOTICE. 


Fellows are reminded that systematic papers for which they are anxious 
to secure early publication can now be published with very little delay in 
Proceedings Series B, provided they do not exceed a length of some eight 
printed pages. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 7TH JUNE, 1944. 


Dr. E. A. Cockayne, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P., President, in the Chair. 
Present, 42 Fellows and 9 Visitors. 


The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd May were confirmed and signed by 
the President. 


The Secretary read the names of the following new candidates for election : 
M. G. M. Browne, C. Elton, M.A., M. Hafez, G. D. Haynes, E. R. B. McCluggage, 
and F. J. Simmonds. ' 


The Secretary announced that the following had been elected a Special 
Life Fellow of the Society : K. G. Blair. 


He also announced that the following had been elected Ordinary Fellows : 
D. J. Billes, Department of Agriculture, Gold Coast; C. B. Church, 3, Chats- 
worth Drive, Galloway Lane, Thornbury, Bradford, Yorks; H. 8. Darling, 
Locust Officer, c/o The British Legation, Teheran, Iran; R. C. Dyson, N.D.H., 
103, Stanford Avenue, Brighton 6; A. B. Hadaway, Department of Zoology 
& Applied Entomology, Imperial College of Science & Technology, South 
Kensington, §8.W.7; C. H. Hards, 40, Riverdale Road, Plumstead, London, 
S.E.18; H. Hayhurst, Fouray, Parkfield Road, Didsbury, Manchester 20; 
B. Lloyd, F.L.S., Rick View, Buckland Wharf, Aylesbury, Bucks; F. J. 
O’Rourke, 45, St. Kevin’s Park, Dartry, Dublin, Eire; (Major) C. L. Patton- 
Bethune, M.C., 33, Collingham Road, 8.W.5; J. W. Whitworth, F.Z.S., 334, 
Leeds Road, Bradford, Yorks. 


Mr. R. F. Bretherton signed the Obligation Book and was admitted a 
Fellow. 


Thanks were voted to donors of gifts to the Library since the last meeting. 


A communication was made by Professor P. A. Buxton, F.R.S., an abstract 
of which appeared on pp. 17-18. 


In addition, the Secretary exhibited :— 


1. On behalf of Capt. T. Dannreuther, R.N., a specimen of Ichnewmon 
(Protichneumon) laminatorius F. which had been reared from Celerio livornica 
Esper. The larva had been found near Plymouth by Miss Govier, and pupated 
on Ist September, 1943. The emergence of the ichneumon on 31st March, 
1944 had been reported by Mr. F. W. Jeffery. As far as could be ascertained 
I. laminatorius had not been recorded as a parasite of C. livornica though 
recorded from Celerio galii Schiffermuller, Dezlephila elpenor L., Laothoé 
populi L., and Hyloicus pinastra L. 


2. Living specimens of the chrysomelid beetle Cryptocephalus primarius 
Harold, on behalf of Fleet Paymaster T. Bainbrigge Fletcher, who submitted 
the following note :— 
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“ Cryptocephalus primarius Harold was originally found in England by 
Dr. Power, about a century ago, on the Gogmagog Hills, Cambs, and was 
recorded and figured (under the name C. imperialis) in the Entom. Annual for 
1859, p. 148, tab. f. 5. 

“Tt was not found again until it was turned up near Cholsey in Berkshire in 
1927 by Dr. O. W. Richards, who recorded a few specimens taken on Heli- 
anthemum chamaecistus (Ent. mon. Mag. 68 :161). On 22nd June, 1942 I took 
at Rodborough, Glos., a specimen which remained unnamed in my collection 
until identified and recorded by Mr. Airy Shaw in 1943 (Proc. Cotswold Nat. 
Field Club 28 : 24), unfortunately too late to look for more in 1943. 

“Tn 1944 I have kept a look-out for more examples and have found it to be 
not uncommon in one very localised area. The first example occurred on 
11th May, the next on 20th, another on 22nd, but by 24th it was more common 
(4 seen that day), and this morning (30th May) I found the enclosed four 
examples in a short time. 

“ The beetle is active only in the bright sun, occurring on a very warm, 
sheltered, dry bank, clothed with a mixture of grass, Hieracium pilosella, 
Helianthemum, ete. It flies readily, but the flight is a short one, the beetle 
usually settling on a grass-stem, low down, and dropping off when approached. 
In captivity, I find that the adult beetle, offered a mixture of foodplants, 
selected and ate leaves of Helianthemum, which may very probably be its 
natural foodplant.” 


Dr. H. E. Hinton remarked that one of the most interesting habits of 
Cryptocephalus promarvus was its method of enclosing its eggs in capsules made 
of excrement. As far as was known, all members of the division Campto- 
stomata of the CHRYSOMELIDAE covered their eggs with excrement. The 
method of enclosing each egg in a capsule of faecal material varied in the 
different genera. In C. primarius the female held the egg with its hind tarsi 
so that one end of it rested in the excavation of the apical abdominal sternite. 
As the excrement was extruded, the hind tarsi moulded it around the egg, 
which they gradually revolved. The capsule finally formed was strongly 
carinate, and each carina regularly interrupted. A comparison of the egg 
capsules of several British species showed that they were sufficiently constant 
in outline and sculpture to make it easy to assign them to their -respective 
species. The capsules looked very much like the droppings of caterpillars. 
In some genera, such as Lamprosoma, the egg was attached to a leaf by a stalk, 
and the female held it between the leaf and the apical abdominal sternite, and 
by means of the hind tarsi rolled it around in excrement until the capsule was 
formed. The larvae of the Camptostomata lived in portable cases, and, at 
any rate in some forms, used the egg capsule as the beginning of the case. 


The Secretary also read the following note from Professor G. D. Hale 
Carpenter :— 


Letters from Darwin to Roland Trimen. 


I regret to say that I was in error in stating (1944, Proc. R. ent. Soc. Lond. 
(C) 9:2, 7) that the letters which were read at the meeting on 2nd February 
had not been published. They form Chapter VII of the book Charles Darwin 
and the Origin of Species, by K. B. Poulton (London, 1909). 


Dr. F. van Emden exhibited a specimen of the Telephorid beetle Platycis 
cosnardi Chevrolat, on behalf of Dr. H. K. Airy Shaw, whose notes follow :— 
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“An addition to the British list: Platycis cosnardi, Chevrolat in Guérin 
Ménéville, 1844, Iconogr. Régne Anim., Ins. 46. 

“The accompanying specimen (a male) was found by Miss L. Lewis ‘ on a 
stone, with elytra open, either at rest or dead,’ in the garden of a house standing 
in woods a mile or two to the east of Monmouth, Mon., 6.v.44. A second 
specimen, 9 mm. in length (a female ?), was taken on the wing in the same 
garden, 28.v.44, by Miss Lewis’s brother, Mr. Robert Lewis, to whom I am 
indebted for both the specimens. P. cosnardi differs from P. minutus F. 
principally in the black terminal joint of the antennae, the red border and 
different sculpture of the thorax, and the glabrous, more coarsely sculptured 
elytra. The identification has been very kindly confirmed by Dr. F. van 
Emden and Dr. K. G. Blair.” 


The specimen had been presented to British Museum (Natural History). 
N. D. Ritey, Hon. Secretary. 
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NOTICES 


ADMISSION OF FELLOWS 


Any Fellow who has not been formally admitted to the Society under Chapter 
XIV, Section 4 of the Bye-Laws and attends the meeting on 4th October, 1944, 
is requested to inform the Registrar before 3.15 p.m. on that date. 


Tur Generic Names or Bririsu Insects, prepared by the Committee on 
Generic Nomenclature of the Royal Entomological Society of London, with the 
assistance of the Department of Entomology of the British Museum (Natural 
History) : 


Part 1. Recommendations relating to the COO naa of 


the committee’s reports . : price 6d. 
Part 2. The generic names of the British Rhopalocera mith 

a check list of the species ¢ price 3s. 6d. 
Part 3. The generic names of the British Odonata ac a 

check list of the species . : : ; price 3s. 6d. 
Part 4. The generic names of the British Neuroptera, with 

a check list of the British species. . . price 3s. 6d. 


Part 5. The generic names of the British Hymenoptera 
Aculeata, with a check list of the British species _ price 15s. Od. 


Part 6. The generic names of the British CARABIDAE, with 


a check list of the British species. price 10s. Od. 
Part 7. The generic names of the British Hydeadephags, 
with a check list of the British species price 5s. Od. 


Part 8. The generic names of the British Hang 
Heteroptera, with a check list of the British 
species _ . ‘ : : : : . price 39s. Od. 
Sryxops, a Journal of Taxonomic Entomology. 


1932-1935. Vols. 1-4 (all issued). Price £1 16s. Od. each; to Fellows, 
£1 7s. Od. 


ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE RoyaL ENToMOLOGICAL SociETY OF 
Lonpon. 1935. Nos. 1-6 (all issued). 3s. Od. 


HUBNER: A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL AND SYSTEMATIC ACCOUNT OF THE ENTOMOLOGI- 
CAL WORKS OF JACOB HUBNER AND THE SUPPLEMENTS THERETO. In 2 vols. 
By Francis Hemming. 


Price Vol.1. 605 pp. £1 15s. Od. 
»  Vol.2. 275 pp. — 15s. Od. 


The next Meeting will be held on Ist November, 1944, at 3.30 p.m. 


Published by Toe Roya Entomotoeican Society or Lonpon and sold 
at its Rooms, 41, Queen’s Gate, S.W.7, price 6d. 


